NUMBER XIII. 


To be continued every SaATuRDAY. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


Dabit in laqueum veftigia nofer 
Perfidus- 


SATURDAY, Augaf aif. 


HAVE often heard it obferved by men of 
fenfe and candour, that the friends of his 
M y and his m rs, in condefcending 
to refute the (currilities that have been pub; 
lithed againft them, have done too much ho- 
nour to an oppofition, the moft unfounded 
and contemptible that ever appeared in any age or nation; that 
its flanders were fo wretchedly contrived, as to ftand felf-con- 
victed of malice and flupidity;. and that filence and neglect 
would prove the moft infallible means to haften their progrefs 
to oblivion. ‘* Should a gentleman (fay they) in pafiing along 
“the ftreet, be abufed.by a drunken chimney-fweeper, he 


‘“ would be in the wrong to degrade himfelf fo far as to enter 
into 
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‘¢ into altercation with fach a dirty antagonift: his better way 
«< would be to proceed without ftopping, and leave the footy revi- 
ler to the-cognizance-of the next:conftable,” This advice, I ap- 
prehend, is to be taken with fome limitation. Hf the faid chim- 
ney-fweeper contents himfelf with the exercife of his humour, 


and cracks his jokes upon any fuppofed peculiarity in my appear- 


ance, Ifhould leave him to the triumphs of his wit, and perhaps 
laugh with the reft of his audience: but, if with malice pre- 
penfe, he endeavours to obftruct my paflage, and rancoroufly 
throws his fmut upon my coat, or character, I then fuftain a real 
injury; and it‘becomes a duty:to the public, as well-as to myfelf, to 
bring the mifcreant to condign puntfhment ; at leaft, it may be 
neceflary to clear myfelf from the dirt with which I am fo foully 
befpattered. Before the venerable tribunal of the mob, a chim- 
ney-fweeper is as much refpected as the firft peer of the realm ; 
and fuch is the depravity of human nature, that fcandal is gene- 


rally welcome to the populace, from whatever infamous fource it 


may have flowed. It muft be owned, indeed, there is a fpecies of 
abufe, fo low, fo grofs, fo void of all fpirit and entertainment, 
that even the mob itfelf will furfeit on it; and fuch precifely is 
the precious mefs which the authors of the North Briton have 
prefented to their cuftomers, in one dull courfe of repetition. 
From their ftile and manner, one would imagine they belonged 
to the vociferous tribe of draggled-tail’d females who ftroll about 
with bundles of brown paper, vending the lucubrations of Grub- 
ftreet. Halfadozen of thefe vagrants, aflembling in fome paved 
court or blind alley, are capable of raifing fuch an outcry as will 
alarm a whole neighbourhood. Their text is fome myfterious 
hint of fcandal, and they run about in the utmoft agitation, bawl- 
ing aloud, “* Buy my Rofemary-—A Word to the W ife—Keep 
“«* your own Council!” The curiofity of the populace being thus 
arroufed, they lay out their halfpence, read the performance ; 
but, finding it utterly deftitute of fenfe, amufement, and infor- 


mation, they condemn it to the jakes, and fairly with the whole 
noify crew that hawked it, at the devil. 


To 


? 
a 
af 
4 
= 
3 
J 

> = 

4 
& ; 5 

re 
$ 
; 
3 
¥ 
3 
3 
6 
i 
2 
beer 
4 
4 

2 

; 

¥ > 
a 
3 
al 3 
ig 
A 
& 

; 
+4 
7 
% 
Fy 
an 
Ry 
ae 
re 
4 
3 
a 
a 
= 
a 
3 
% 
; 
BO 


No. 13. THE BRITON: 
Tothe BRITON. 
S1.R, 


IN CE the firft era of the Britith hiftory, the fpirit of fac- 

tion, (if at all awakened) never wore fo contemptible an af- 
pectas at prefent. It was formerly our misfortune to feenien of 
the greateft influence and ability hurried away by felf-intereft, 
pride, or refentment, and for a time loft to every principle of 
public virtue, Shaftfbury and Bolingbroke, at certain feafons, 
were very dangerous perfons ; nay, Swift and Addifon, more than 
once, have thrown con{cience to the left, for the fake of their 
different parties. The ufual confequence enfued. The nation 
was perplexed ; parties were formed, and animofities contracted; 
while the public fervice was either neglected, or at beft re- 
tarded. 


But, thanks to providence, thofe days are over. Every man 
hath feen and felt the abfurdity. and mifchief of facrificing the 
general intereft to private pique and particular connection. To 
this univerfal fpirit of union we owe the rapidity and number of 
our conquefts; and that this national union fprung from a na- 
tional conviction of party-inconvenience, no man in his fenfes 


will deny. 


I KNow there is a hum-drum fellow, who would infinuate, 
that this coalition was effected by a man whom he bedaubs as 
his patron, or rather worfhips.as his deity, Long may they en- 
joy each other!——But, furely, were he. worth an anfwer, there 
is fcarce a fchool-boy who, from his own recollection of facts, 
could not eafily point out his abfurdity——Can this Solomon forget 
how we ftood immediately after the commencement of this war ? 
— Let him recolleé&t, if he is able :—let him even affert, with his 
ufual véracity, that all public virtue was dead; yet, ftill he muft 
confefs, that our public danger was fuch as would have united any 


people, not entirely loft toall fenfe of felf-prefervation, | 
We 
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We faw our flag infulted, and the ftrong hold of Minorca 
wrefted from us—We faw the enemy greatly fuperior in India— 
We faw America on the verge of ruin; Braddock and his army 
loft, and many fortrefles taken. We fawa mighty armament on 
the coaft of France’ and were alarmed: daily with the reports 
of a triple invafiow And couldenot all: thisswed us to the 
common ihtereft No——tilkthe great orator (like doctor 
Squintum ih the farce) ftept in with his faving grace, and faid, de 
ye one! 


Bur, Mr. Monitor; this doctrine is more thread-bare than your 
caffocks muft-take it to.Rag-fair, or go without a purchafer, 
Politicians! of .your:fize will {carcely perfuade men to {wallow an 
alligator.» The Commons not only approve, but ap- 
plaud:-his M+y’s choice of a M—=r, unexceptioriable in his pub- 
lic and private capacity. The prefent chief magiftrate and council 
of this loyal metropolis are equally thankful for fo freth an inftance 
of his patérnal regard. » They dre fenfible of his niild and happy 
government; nor can a paltry indiaidual divide their affeCions 
with the beft of S+ns. No, notwith{tanding that audacious for- 
ged ‘report of their blind attachment to a certain frothy declaimer, 
the imperial city of London will :not furely fuffer any bear-leader 
to clap: a-ring incher-nofe, and drag her about at pleafure. 


But, if the Lords, the Commons, andthe city, are fatt friends 
tothe prefent miniftry ; at may be afked whence flow thefe tides 
of feurtility and treafon, thefe deluges of filth and {edition that 
drown our daily papers, and flink.in the noftrils of mankind ?— 
From a fourth eftatediftinguithed by the name of Radbdie, which I 
divide into three corporations, wz. Hedge coffee-houfe politicians, 
bankrupt mechanics foured by their lofles, and {plenetic fots, who 
change their no-epinions oftener than their linen. Thefe illuf- 
trious gribes are led by an equal number of chiefs, viz. Jac ky- 
Dandy, Padagogus Latro, and Bruin, Jacky js-what the world 
calls a duck and afmart: his father was a pains-taking man, and 
having fcraped together fome money (the Lord knows how) left 

this 


4 
j 
iz 
f 
Ne 
3 
af 
ig. 
: 
Z 
? 
2 
2 
4 
3 
4 
{ 
t 
; 
4 
q 
¥ 
q 
Be 
2 
rt 
ae 
| 
a 


No. 13. THE BRITON oy 


this {park a gentleman. Jacky no fooner fingered the cath, 
than he felt a ftrange ambition to become a wit, made himfelf 


mafter of “foe Miller, and the Vade Mecum, frequented the green- 
room, cracked jokes in all companies; and finally procured an 
introduction to Bruin and Pedagogus. Here all parties found 
what they fought for. He could treat; they could {cribble , 
and though Jacky’s friends are not of the higheft order, they will 
probably procure him an elevation, that may caufe an increafe in 
the dimenfions of his Perriwig. 


P#pDacoGus is a melancholy inftance of merit unrewarded. In 
his halcyon days, he enjoyed the important poft of deputy ufher 
to an academy, whence being driven, for reafons beft known to 
himfelf, he now keepsa fhred of exiftence together by begging 
fubfcriptions, and {punging on fchool-boys. Sometimes he feeds 
on Bruin’s offal, whom he frequently follows, and helps out with 
fcraps of blafphemy, ribaldry and treafon. 


As to Bruin himfelf, O. Dit dont ! What language can do him 
juftice! but, as a fketch of him has been given in a former paper, 
I fhall pafs him over for the prefent. However, before I take 
my leave, I would advife him to afk his friend lawyer Sma/l for 
the act of parliament that united thefe kingdoms: but, left the 
lawyer fhould not be furnifhed with the book of ftatutes, I thall 
beg leave to quote a few abftracts from that law. ‘By thefe the 
reader may partly perceive how far the legiflature intended to 
profcribe Scotchmen as aliens and inferiors, 


Statute sth of Q. Anne, c. 8. Article I. enacts, ‘* That the faid 

kingdoms (England and Scotland) the firft of May 1707, and 
<< for ever, fhall be united into one kingdom, by the name of Great 
« Britain: and that the enfigns armorial be fuch as her Majefty 
«« fhall appoint, and the crofs of St. George and St. Andrew be 


conjoined.” 


Art. VI. All parts of the united kingdom to have the fame al- 


lowances and encouragements, and be under the fame regulations 


of trade, &e. 
ART. 
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Art. XXIII. After reciting the privileges of the fixteen peers, 
proceeds, ** And all peers of Scotland, and their fucceflors, thall 
“« be peers of Great Britain, and have rank and precedence next 
« after the peers of the like orders and degrees in England, and 
“‘ before all peers of Great Britain of the like orders and degrees 
“‘ created after the union ; and fhall enjoy all privileges as fully 


as the peers of England, except fitting in the houfe of Lords, 


* and voting on trials of peers. 


Art. XXIV. “ That there be one great feal for the united 
“ kingdom, different from the great feal ufed in either kingdom ; 
“ and the quartering the arms, and the precedence of Lyon king 
‘*.of arms of Scotland left to her Majefty.”’ 


‘Tuese hints may ferve to fhew the iniquity of that clamour 
~which has been raifed again{t our fellow-fubjects of North Britain, 


-as well as to determine whether the laws of England would not 
conftrue fuch virulent and outragious abufe, into a falfe, fcanda- 


Jous, malicious, and feditious libel, I am, 


SIR, 
Your humble fervant, 


MIL O. 


( To be continued. ) 


LONDON: Printed for J. COOTE, at tne King’s-Arms, in Paternofer-Row. 


Where may be had the preceding Numbers. 
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